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SUBJECT: GDR HARASSMENT ON TRANSIT ROUTES 

REF: BERLIN 1259, STATE 163362, BONN 11891 

1. WE NOW HAVE MORE DETAILS ABOUT GDR HARASSMENT ON 
TRANSIT ROUTES JULY 28. THERE WERE ACCORDING TO LATEST 
REPORTS EIGHT INCIDENTS THAT DAY. WE ALSO LEARNED THAT 
GDR, APPARENTLY FOR FIRST TIME, STOPPED BUS AT MARIENBORN AND 
TOOK ONE PASSENGER OUT FOR QUESTIONING THUS HOLDING UP 
BUS FOR ONE HOUR. IN ANOTHER CASE GDR AUTHORITIES HELD UP 
WHOLE LINE OF CARS WHILE QUESTIONING TRAVELLER FOR 55 
MINUTES. THERE WERE FURTHER REPORTS THAT GDR OFFICIALS 
WERE SEARCHING TRUCK SLEEPING COMPARTMENTS. 
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2. AS OF 3 P.M. JULY 29 WE HAVE REPORTS THAT TWO AUTOS 
STOPPED AT STAAKEN, ONE TRUCK AT MARIENBORN AND ONE TRUCK AT 
HIRSCHBERG. THIS BRINGS INCIDENT TOTAL TO APPROXIMATELY 

27 SINCE JULY 26. 

3. HARASSMENT ON TRANSIT ROUTES CONTINUES TO RECEIVE FRONT- 
PAGE PRESS COVERAGE AS WELL AS CRITICAL EDITORIAL COMMENT 
IN WEST BERLIN PRESS. FOR FIRST TIME HOWEVER, NEUES 
DEUTSCHLAND JULY 29 DID NOT CARRY ANY ARTICLE ABOUT 
ESTABLISHMENT OF FEA. 

4. MISSION IS AWARE THAT BERLIN PROBLEMS MUST BE SEEN IN 
BROAD CONTEXT, ESPECIALLY WHEN DEALING WITH SOVIETS. WE 
APPRECIATE NEED TO AVOID UNNECESSARY EXCHANGES. WE ALSO 
WOULD NOT SUGGEST INJECTING RHETORIC AT THIS JUNCTURE THAT 
COULD EXACERBATE SITUATION OR DAMAGE US-SOVIET BILATERAL 
RELATIONS. HOWEVER, FAILURE TO MAKE SOME SORT OF MEASURED 
RESPONSE TO SOVIETS AT THIS TIME IS LIKELY IN OUR JUDGMENT 
TO HAVE LONG RANGE DAMAGING EFFECTS. AT A MINIMUM, IT 
WOULD CONVEY IMPRESSION TO SOVIETS AND EAST GERMANS THAT 
WE ARE PREPARED, UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, TO TOLERATE 
DELIBERATE VILATIONS OF AGREEMENT IN AREA OF CONSIDERABLE 
IMPORTANCE TO US--IN THIS CASE TRANSIT TRAFFIC-IN 
RESPONSE TO THEIR ALLEGATIONS OF WESTERN VIOLATIONS, 

WHETHER JUSTIFIED OR NOT. WE MAY UNFORTUNATELY ALSO LEAVE 
IMPRESSION THAT WE ACCEPT, AT LEAST TACITLY, SOVIET CLAIM 
THAT ESTABLISHMENT OF FEA IS CONTRARY TO QA. WE ARE NOT 
WEDDED TO ANY PARTICULAR FORM OR MODALITY OF RESPONSE. 
HOWEVER, A TIMELY, BRIEF AND CLEAR MESSAGE TO SOVIETS 

IS NEEDED TO REMIND THEM THAT ALLIES EXPECT THEM TO 
LIVE UP TO THEIR CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENTS. 

5. USCOB CONCURS. KLEIN 
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